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Byzantium; but eventually it struck out on its own. During the early Middle Ages, the
West was almost as fascinated by the encyclopedism, the compendia, and the abridge-
ments in Latin as the Byzantines were in the Greek. But then from the eleventh
century on, the West avidly turned to the whole range of classical heritage, not just to
annotate it, but to absorb and assimilate and eventually to criticize and rework it.
Above ail, they grasped at the science, the philosophy, the logic, the mathematics of
the classical tradition. They were not to be satisfied with simply imitating the classical
literature of poets and prose writers. While the Byzantine educators were dotting the
"i's" and crossing the "t's" in their epilogue to Graeco-Roman civilization, the Western
educators began to write the preface to Western civilization. But first they had to learn
the language and the basic forms of thought of the Graeco-Roman heritage. This they
did in the propaedeutic studies of the early Middle Ages.